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NEW NAME, SAME MISSION
Dear friends, we are thrilled to announce
that Faith Community Homes is now
FamilyForward! We have a new name,
but our mission remains the same. After
a 3+ year process of discussion and
research followed by diligent planning,
we are excited to move forward with a
renewed excitement and commitment to
serve families in need! As FamilyForward,
we seek to welcome even more people,
organizations and businesses to join our
ongoing mission. Visit our brand new
website, family-forward.org, to learn more
about FamilyForward.

GIVING HOPE: CELEBRATING SUCCESSES, ENVISIONING A PROMISING FUTURE
Faith Community Homes/FamilyForward hosted its annual
fundraiser, Giving Hope, via Zoom on Thursday, October
21. Two months prior, plans to hold an in-person event at
Chevy Chase Country Club in Wheeling were scrapped due
to an uptick in local COVID-19 cases. We are so very grateful
to you, our wonderful supporters, for making this event a
success.
Fund Development Chair Jane Drezen and Board Chair Tim
Wayman hosted the livestream portion of the event. Highlights of the program included video testimonials from The
Ortman Group, Dr. Brian Mendoza of Illinois Spinal Care,
Rich Kraybill of Positive Financial Solutions, attorney Pat
McMahon of Drost Kivlahan McMahon & O’Connor, and
Brian O’Hara, a volunteer on the Giving Hope Planning Committee. It was affirming and encouraging to hear the many
reasons people and organizations become involved with and/
or financially support our organization.
We debuted our FamilyForward rebranding video, which
recalls the organization’s founding in 2003, illustrates how
we currently support families, and demonstrates why the
time is right to rename and rebrand. View the entire video at
family-forward.org.

Program Director Sarah Harte conducted a video interview
with “M,” an October 2021 graduate of the two-year program.
See page 2 for a synopsis of the family’s moving story. Tim
Wayman gave a tribute to retiring Executive Director Chuck
Warner for his 12 years of extraordinary service.
We received generous donations in the silent auction and
“Fund the Need” appeal (which provides direct assistance
to families at levels from $50 to $2,500). We also received a
considerable number of donations from supporters unable
to attend. A special shout-out to event sponsors and in-kind
auction donors (see p. 3). As a result of everyone’s commitment and dedication to the cause, we raised over
$50,000 for families in our program.
Thank you to Madison Anderson and her team at Nonprofit
Learning Lab for helping to produce and present the virtual
fundraiser. Kudos to the Ortman Group, Berkshire Hathaway
Home Services Starck Real Estate, for organizing the online
auction. Finally, congratulations to Fund Development Chair
Jane Drezen and her Giving Hope Planning Committee for
developing content and overall management of the event.
Hope to see you in person next year! This story has been
abridged. Visit family-forward.org/blog to read the entire article.
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FAMILY SUCCESS STORY

SAFETY NET HELPS SINGLE MOM MOVE FORWARD
During our Giving Hope event on
October 21, Program Manager Sarah
Harte interviewed “M,” a recent
graduate from our two-year program.
M shared some of the challenges she
was facing as a single parent with a
low income and a child with special
needs. She commented that because
of the financial help and assistance
in finding housing, she and her son
were able to move from living in a
motel (with the threat of homelessness looming) to a safe and affordable apartment.
With the help of her two mentors,
M also had the personal support she
needed to gain valuable financial
skills and the safety net and sense of
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accountability to keep moving
forward. Throughout it all, M did indeed keep moving forward, staying employed
despite the pandemic and childcare obstacles, all the while paying down debt and
putting money aside for her savings. She was even able to go back to school and
work toward certification in her field. Read the inspirational interview on our
blog, at family-forward.org/blog.

AFFORDABLE HOUSING UPDATE
ARLINGTON HEIGHTS VILLAGE BOARD
APPROVES CRESCENT PLACE

On September 27, the Arlington Heights Village Board approved the rezoning and development of Crescent Place, a 40-unit, mixed-income affordable housing community located
at 310 W. Rand Rd. in Arlington Heights. The board of directors of FamilyForward (known
as Faith Community Homes at that time) staunchly supported the development’s approval
through public comments at meetings and in an opinion piece in the Daily Herald.
It is our belief that lower income individuals and families who work in Arlington Heights
deserve the opportunity to live in the community they serve. We are thrilled that despite a
neighborhood effort to defeat the proposal, the village trustees overwhelmingly agreed that
affordable housing is greatly needed in our area and appropriate for this parcel of land.

Special thanks to Elk Grove Township, Palatine
Township, Schaumburg Township, Wheeling
Township, and the Village of Arlington Heights
for providing significant financial and other
assistance to our client families.
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RENDERING FROM VILLAGE OF ARLINGTON HEIGHTS

THANK YOU, CHURCH PARTNERS, FOR SUMMER DONATIONS
Back-to-school season is an expensive time for every family, and
our organization has a long tradition of providing donations to
the families in our program to help cover these costs. This year
we received gift cards and school supplies from First Presbyterian
Church of Arlington Heights, First United Methodist Church of
Arlington Heights, and the Women of St. James parish. Thank you!
Many children in low-income families do not have books of their
own. This past summer, St. John United Church of Christ, Arlington Heights, held a children’s book drive for FamilyForward.
Thank you for helping us promote literacy in the home!

GIVING HOPE 2021 SPONSORS
Champion ($4,000+)
Village Bank & Trust
Goal Setter ($2,500 - $3,999)
Robert & Nancy Lincoln
Dwight & Lou Walton
Challenger ($1,500 - $2,499)
Anonymous
E.A.N. Friends of FCH
Hoyne Savings Bank
Tim & Connie Wayman
Mentor ($750 - $1,499)
Greg & Dale Ford
Louis Knox/LPL Financial
Gilio Landscape Contractors
Supporter ($500 - $749)
Clayton & Chris Farnsworth
Gerald & Gretchen Gilbertson
Northwest Community Hospital Foundation
Northwest Speech and Hearing
John & Bea Sonderegger
Tom & Claudia Starck
Advocate ($300 - $499)
Bradish Associates Ltd.
Impressive Smiles Dentistry

GIVING HOPE SILENT AUCTION DONORS
Angela Robinson
Annette Migala, Neater Professional Organizing
Arlington Heights Police Department
Armand’s Pizzeria
Bakester Patisserie
Chevy Chase Country Club
CoCo & Blu
Tim & Connie Wayman
Cooper’s Hawk Winery & Restaurant
Corked Wine Bar
Cortland’s Garage
Eddie’s of Arlington
Erica Check
Ian Beamer
Doug & Karla Keehn
Kelly Ungar
Kerri Grabowski
Long Grove Confectionary
Ma & Pa’s Candy
Maria Marusich
Mary Ann Laforet
Mary Cay Chisholm, Northwest Speech and Hearing Center
Mary Sadighian, Hauk Fitness
Peggy Kinnane’s
Pinot’s Palette
Sarah Dienhart
Sarah McHugh, Ears of Experience
Signature Popcorn
Something Blue Photography
Tailchasers Pet Care
Uptown Café
Village Tavern
Wines for Humanity
page 3

WE ARE THANKFUL FOR OUR COMMUNITY!
At this time of Thanksgiving, we are reminded of the many and various ways our wonderful community supports the
FamilyForward mission to help low-income families create a better life. Thank you. We are truly grateful for your partnership.

KICKBALL FOR KIDS SUPPORTS FAMILYFORWARD
On Thursday evening, October 14, the Focus Group, a networking group of the
Schaumburg Business Association, hosted the first annual Kickball 4 Kids. Held
in Schaumburg, the event was a huge success, featuring friendly competition,
food trucks and plenty of fun. FamilyForward staff and board members also
attended, sharing information about our organization. Four teams of 12 players
each faced off in a fun competition benefiting our organization and three
others. The event successfully reached its target goal of raising $10,000. We
received one-quarter of the amount raised — $2,500! Thank you to these local
heroes for supporting our mission and making the community a better place.

BAIRD & WARNER GIVES GENEROUSLY
We were delighted to receive two wonderful donations from
Baird & Warner recently. The Schaumburg Baird & Warner
office collected household goods and donated $600, which was
matched by the Baird & Warner corporate office in Chicago, for
a total of $1,200! Many thanks to Baird & Warner and Tom Cunningham and Rebecca McDermott from the Schaumburg office.
Photo: Executive Director Chuck Warner (left) with Office Manager
Rebecca McDermott and Broker Associate Tom Cunningham from the
Schaumburg Baird & Warner office.

BOOMERS GAME SCORES FUN AND DONATIONS
Fun and excitement were had by all at the Schaumburg Boomers game,
Saturday evening, August 28, at Wintrust Field in Schaumburg. Although the
Boomers lost to the Lake Erie Crushers, it was an exciting game and a beautiful night to be out at the ballpark. Board Chair Tim Wayman joined representatives of several other organizations who each had a turn at throwing out a
ceremonial “first” pitch! We brought in $768 at the Boomers game, including
$480 from tickets sold and $288 from the Tennis Ball Toss. Thank you to
the Boomers and all who came to the game in support of Faith Community
Homes/FamilyForward!
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FROM THE BOARD CHAIR
A FOND FAREWELL TO CHUCK WARNER
by Tim Wayman, Chair, Board of Directors
Approximately 12 years ago, Faith Community Homes began the search for a new
executive director. Pastor David Russell,
a founder of the organization in 2003
along with other members of the Arlington
Heights Ministerial Association, was moving on to new responsibilities.

CLOSING OUT A REWARDING
TIME OF SERVICE
by Chuck Warner, Executive Director

As a newbie who had just joined the board
of directors earlier that year, I was drafted
to serve on the search committee to help
identify a new executive director who
could take the organization from Point A to
Point B (remember the “Zen Master” Phil Jackson hire for the Chicago
Bulls?). Anyway, it was no doubt going to be a tall order.
While we interviewed several strong candidates, one stood out from
the rest. His name was Chuck Warner. Hired on January 1, 2010,
Chuck has been instrumental in growing the organization to new
heights while raising its profile throughout the northwest suburbs. As
he prepares to retire at the end of the year, please consider some of
his remarkable accomplishments:
1. Chuck engaged with townships, churches and foundations to secure key funding for the organization.
2. He oversaw and worked closely with two different program managers and three case managers during his tenure to grow the number
of families we serve. Under his leadership, 85% of the families who
completed the two-year program realized successful outcomes.
3. Chuck helped to expand our services from Arlington Heights into
Palatine, and later to five additional neighboring suburbs.
4. He built key relationships with multiple chambers of commerce,
philanthropic groups and others that led to donations of services,
goods, and dollars.
5. Chuck actively participated on all the board committees, contributing greatly to fundraising events and marketing efforts.
6. He managed the myriad administrative, technology, database and
miscellaneous duties of the organization.
In short, Chuck did it all! We will miss his dedication to the cause,
his compassion for those who are less fortunate, and his consistent,
positive attitude.
Best wishes to Chuck and his wife, Mary, for a long, happy, and
healthy retirement!

As I wrap up 12 great years with Faith Community
Homes/FamilyForward and look toward retirement
at the end of this year, I would like to share a few
observations.
These years have been the best and most rewarding
of my career. When I first came to this organization,
we were helping families in Arlington Heights and
Wheeling Township. Since then, we have expanded
the geographical reach of our services to include
families in Palatine Township, Elk Grove Township
and Schaumburg Township.
During these years I have met many great people
who have helped support and guide me through the
growth and development of our work. The mission
of helping low-income families has been my constant focus.
My work with the staff and board of directors has
been most rewarding and I am grateful for their
support and assistance along the way. The families
we have helped have left a lasting impression on
me and are an inspiration because of the resiliency,
fortitude and courage they displayed. As FamilyForward moves into the future, I know that the mission
will continue in good hands.
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STAFF TRANSITIONS

We are very excited to announce that Arlington Heights resident Erica Chianelli has been hired as the next executive director of
FamilyForward. She will begin her duties on Monday, November 22, allowing several weeks to work alongside Chuck Warner,
current executive director, who will retire December 31. Turn to page 5 for our tribute to Chuck, who will be greatly missed.

GRATEFUL FOR GIFT CARDS

We are grateful for the many individuals, church groups and local businesses who have chosen to donate gift cards to the families of FamilyForward over the holiday season again this year. Parents in our program have been able to maintain their ability to
pay bills and add to their savings with this extra help. Additional gift card donations are always appreciated and will help parents
offset their household expenses in the coming months. The most useful gift cards are for any gas station, Walmart, or Aldi in
denominations of $25 or less. Please contact Program Manager Sarah Harte, at sarah.harte@family-forward.org, for details.

CONNECT WITH FAMILYFORWARD
GET E-NEWS
Sign up to stay in touch and discover more ways
we are making a difference, together, in the lives
of local families. You’ll also receive important
news and advance notice of opportunities to
support FamilyForward through fun activities
and special events. Simply send an email to
info@family-forward.org to subscribe. Please
include “Subscribe” in the subject line. Thanks!

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK
Help spread the word about FamilyForward by
Liking and following our Facebook page,
@FamForward. With your help, we can reach
more people and assist more families!

